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Abstract: Mencius' people—oriented thought and democratic thought are progressive thoughts of great
value to the development of democratic politics in contemporary China. There are differences in the
ownership of state power and the way of national governance, but they both pay attention to
safeguarding the interests of the people and advocate the restriction of power. Exploring the political
practice of contemporary China, the positive factors in Mencius’ people—oriented thought and
democratic thought have evolved into the Party's mass line proposition and consultative democracy,
which is conducive to gathering social consensus and inspiring the people to actively participate in the
modernization of China. Both Mencius’ people—oriented thought and democratic thought emphasize
the importance of the interests of the people, provide the possibility for the integrated development of
democracy and people—oriented in China's political practice in the future, and promote the steady and
long—term construction of democracy and the rule of law in China.
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