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Abstract: This article takes relevant reports on Wenzhou from 1925 to 1938 in The China Press as the
core historical material, and combines local cultural and historical research to systematically sort out the
changes in the two major fields of shipping trade and industrial development in modern Wenzhou. The
article focuses on the port control, ship traffic, industrial transformation, and commercial changes in
‘Wenzhou. By analyzing the opening practice and development difficulties of modern Wenzhou from the
perspective of foreign media, it reveals the unique characteristics of "port driven, folk led, and Chinese
Western adjustment” in its early modernization process. The study has extracted cultural genes of
openness, inclusiveness, independent innovation, and flexible adaptation, providing a historical mirror for
understanding the modernization path of modern coastal cities and a reference for the development of
contemporary Wenzhou.
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