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Abstract: With the nationwide promotion of the newly compiled PEP edition senior high school
English textbooks and the emphasis on thematic contexts in the English Curriculum Standards for Senior
High Schools (2017 Edition, Revised in 2020), an in—depth understanding of the characteristics of
thematic context design in the textbooks has become a crucial aspect of cultivating students’  core
competencies. Based on the concepts outlined in the English Curriculum Standards, this study analyzes
the distribution frequency and proportion of the three major thematic contexts and their ten subordinate
thematic clusters in the three compulsory textbooks of the PEP edition. Furthermore, it explores the
input sequence and organizational logic of different thematic contexts and clusters across the three
volumes. The findings indicate that while the overall arrangement of thematic contexts in the textbooks
is relatively balanced, there remain structural issues such as insufficient coverage of certain themes.
Through the analysis of thematic contexts in the compulsory textbooks, this study aims to provide
teachers with a reference for better understanding the design intentions of textbooks and optimizing
teaching practices.
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