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A Study of Conceptual Metaphor in Senior High School English Reading Teaching
—A Case Study of The Night the Earth Didn't Sleep
Min Guo
Chongqing Normal University

Abstract: Metaphor, as a vital cognitive tool linking concrete experiences to abstract concepts, holds
unique value in promoting deep comprehension within high school English reading instruction. It not
only enriches discourse expression but also aids students in constructing textual meaning and grasping
logical threads. However, current high school English reading teaching often treats metaphor at a
rhetorical level, failing to fully leverage its value in constructing discourse logic and deep meaning. This
study examines the concept metaphors and mapping mechanisms in The Night the Earth Didn't Sleep,
revealing their discourse functions within disaster narratives. Drawing on Cameron's (2003) educational
of

"identification—analysis—application". This study aims to provide pedagogical guidance for deepening

metaphor framework, it constructs a progressive teaching pathway

discourse comprehension and cultivating metaphorical thinking among students, thereby advancing the
implementation of core literacy competencies in English education.
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