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Implementing Tiered Assignment Design to Meet the Differentiated Needs of Japanese
Language Learners
Lijun Yu
Zhejiang Yuexiu University of Foreign Languages
Abstract: This study investigates the effectiveness of tiered assignment design in addressing the
differentiated needs of Japanese language learners. As learner numbers increase and backgrounds diversify,
traditional uniform assignment models struggle to meet the learning needs of students at different
proficiency levels. Therefore, this study employed experimental and questionnaire survey methods,
targeting Japanese language majors at a university. A tiered assignment scheme was designed and
implemented over one semester. Results indicate that tiered assignment design effectively enhances
students' learning motivation and self—directed learning abilities while meeting the individualised needs
of learners at different proficiency levels. Specifically: low—level learners reinforced foundational
linguistic knowledge through basic—tier assignments; intermediate learners enhanced language
application skills via advanced—tier tasks; while high—level learners developed innovative thinking and
cross—cultural communication abilities through extension—tier work. Questionnaire findings further
indicated broad student endorsement of the tiered approach, with most perceiving it as better aligned
with their individual learning rhythms and requirements. This research offers novel perspectives for
Japanese language teaching practice and provides reference points for differentiated instruction across
other language disciplines.
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