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Comparative Analysis of Machine Translation and Human Translation in Dialect Translation:
Taking the Xiangxi Dialect in the English Translation of "Border Town" as an Example
Zijun Liu, Xin Yang, Yu Jing
Sichuan University of Arts and Science
Abstract: This study examines the West Hunan dialect translation in the English version of Shen
Congwen’ s Border Town from the perspective of Skopos Theory. Based on its three principles—the
Skopos Rule, Coherence Rule, and Fidelity Rule—it compares machine and human translation in
dialect rendering through linguistic, cultural, and functional analysis. Results show machine translation
performs poorly in meeting the Skopos and Coherence Rules, while human translation better accounts
for purpose and readers, reflects the three principles more fully, and more eftectively conveys the cultural
meaning and emotional depth of the dialect. The study concludes that human translation excels in
cultural and emotional expression, but incorporating machine translation” s efficiency and resources could
further improve dialect translation.
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J7E TSI RAE, H AR 58 B 7 S Ak
U0, Y 7H 77 5 MR T30 G /0 B B R 2R e IX 11 22 78 S0 Ak 33,
REE M SRS ARSEFREERE RGN, 3
T B R FRIA T AL 5 4 E AR IR, A SE A
REPE AR BAEIE . DR RE ) IRAB SO TS 55, TESCAAE M
BRI IEThRE, HRHREAGE JOE S ek, EH
S AL PR S R 1A, AR E AL BRI SR AL s
FTREMEMEIMERIE . CUIR) CLUEIEASCBIE
RNUE, B UCHAR T 1934 4E. 1%/ BLL 20 2T 30 4EAR)1]
RS S A3 VLR R 5 55, 2 T TRV M X R 1 R
NI SEEMPATE TR, A ZMIGEAR, AR
FREERAL T AR T E IR I B A R A

M7t Fk, ZELLEANTEANEER, HRTE &L
7E BRI B AR IR A2, MO 7 S S, B
WM EE F EE RN 4ar, BHEAWTRRE, &
FRNLER RN RN IL, PLASEE O, B RHIE sk E
SRR, BeR R E R, EHHAELLITTF S U X
TRy K 1E R T Bh R . IRAF AN LRI S LA
BEER, KHEsUess, R ek, ACETH
it (Skopos Theory) =JRM| CH PN %53 7 ) K 85T
BRI, BL AR T TS e, AL e R
HANLEENLS, HTLTI . WHEEIES. b, I
RE=AN B AT X0 ? AT N LREE 7 % o 5 8 5%
BEEA XER “BiiEs” ), HlaiizEH
DeepSeek 5 A,
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1 BRI =R E v

H #11& (Skopos Theory) {8 [E 22 W T « 3K /K (Hans
J. Vermeer) F 20 fit2d 80 AEAUARGiFe th, JE RSN Dy ERH E
IR O CHI®” o ZEIR I IRERIEN B R e
TR SRR IR OC8EE, BHPRRIIIRSS TR E K H AT Ak, HLAHE
SANEN R 3 BT R I A B SEE N, e H I
e

) S 2 15 BP0 H e T BT A T R,
0,5 R SR R R R R o BTN IR S TR R
8L BRI, SO E R T SRR SRR
TEIXEEIRIZR 2, B B A R iR k. Bl
BHRE H B SCRTBARE SCAy - 0 1 B A R o AR B I
=L,

E TR SORRE A EE BT SR, BESRESCRT A HARIE
BB 5, B AR ARRE RS B AR AL 32 . B OONIAE
H AR5t B AT SR AN ST R it 3, 8 A R SO 22 7 S B
PR AT,

RE S T D) 2 5 B ) AN Rk S SR B R E T R
SCHESCRARUE . X R, — BRI B R
DU P B S 2 S5, AR AR 1 2 22 1) 0 24T 2%
PRfF—E I R,

2 EXFFLE AT

ETHRR=E, TOHAES. b, TIgE=AE
T JEETF 2047 -

2.1 WEEEm

B BT ZRIC. Ak, EHEES AR
e m e B Fra BRERRE R AT EEMNES
SETAUERIAT TR = AN RAREE T b, PLas Bl 1 2
1% DeepSeek A1 E AL 1EA

Bl 1 HRARSARAT, AR 5 H k.

DeepSeck: The sun never betrays you; see that you betray
not the sun.

54 : The sun will not let you down, and you should not
let the sun down either.

¥# AR Just do your best and it won't let you down.
But don't let the days go by in vain.

ot

DeepSeek 5T A4 UL H B8 N T, REMIED
JEN, RS T R HR R R AR, RAEEIE
WG o JE3C “Hk” #8 “INTE]” , DeepSeek 5 H ¥4 “H
K7 HER “thesun” , I THBESAM. Fadi “240”
RO B, WAMER RIS, W85, MET
WA IEEU NI A, T DeepSeek K H ¥ A “betray” (¥

HO o, I EAWRERZ U R, efiEE. ik, @
WX H O RIAR. B, B, BEERARW, &
[0 7K — J7 B T SR N AR VR AT A, i ] B

BEA BN A R R SR, SRR, Ml
A A) R B G AR B BT SR I AR T, T Just do your best
and it won't let you down” —HJtH A H PGS ZIAH “ATH
BIAAE AR S X, FOOEEH WL “seize the day” 45
¥, TIPEAS “let the days go by in vain” HRREEAIEIE LA
K, ARG BTE S SRS AR, AT ELRE O SR
RS R, ERCERE L, HRiEAE R CHk”
MRS (sun) , EMILSERRE L “BFA” (the days) ,
RIS RN R X — BAR R . SRS X
L) (HRAZEMN, NPARTAH LK) #Ay “it won't
let you down” (%N EIFIHR) 5 “don't waste days” (A
ORI , BT IR “FEEA7 I —MIIE R
JEid  “don'tlet...in vain”  FEHRE .

DRl B AR AR T = S S, B b
#E, ik H IE T RE R AR SN A

Bl 2 Kb AL 5, —PIH— A ST S
o, WEAMRE 7k, WEMEEIE T A0 — R A At
MBI BT R

DeepSeek : River affairs run simple, bound by ancient
customs. Should boats collide or interests clash, tradition
dictates the remedy.

& : Everything on the water is originally extremely
simple. Everything is governed by a certain habit. When one
boat bumps into another or one boat hinders the interests of
another person or another boat, there are customary methods to
solve the problem as usual.

B # 1% A : The regulation of the river traffic is a simple
business, based on established custom. If two boats collide or
one gets in another's way, there are time-honoured methods of
settling the matter.

ot

MZJRNRE, DeepSeek 5 ARG H 1M 51E T 14,
E R AR IR JE SCE . DeepSeek # “—/NJH” 13N
CHEARRD , BECHTERAEAATE,
JEA) I OGIITa IR, AATRERAEAE . A “iER
BN “interests clash” ,  “fRYL” RN “dictates” , AN E
BEVR T PN, SR SCRN RO, DeepSeek VB 3 A ]
T, BIIANA R, EREKER . AR SRR
NS TERE, 0 “Ki &3 N “everything on the

“ancient customs”
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LT IR “rE T SRR E R, R
TR IL . BRIk A, EAECA)AITR, HEEM
B AR B, RS BB ERFE WRIA IR, B
BB PRAIGERR S, R H MG BTN FXE
SRIE— R E LRI 5 W 2248, DeepSeek 1 JF ) A
PIAN /NG, BA) 55 6] 2 R A ], RIS th ) )2 4
AFFEIE TR .

A, N LRI 7 IR S R L, B
WA B RS EE SL  k, R1EA 5 E HLAT S R0
B, SHOCFEANSMILE. H¥ “established custom” &1
H B B S AL AR L, “ Wi BRI 719 N get in another's way ”
Wi “7K EATE” 5, FEMFRAR B IR I i o g
A . FEFE T, MEREAREESE, o/ ES.
TEETE L, “If two boats collide...” & AR A (7] 2 45 1
W7, B FAIRIE A, @R AL “settling the matter”

Ryl D e BAAZ, I8EE O B2 2 FhT e
RSzt B, H “simple business” MG “HEH W B,
“time-honoured methods” AgHERE I “ )5 5327 ¥ IR 14,
Fre BbRis st “AEgial BN ik aESe .

i, T5 DeepSeek FAR T EHE, WEEL,
TEEHMME ETE FAEEHEA L, M EEARIRIW,
HASET BHEJEN . SN RSS2 E N =5 T 4 — .

2.2 AR

SR TR TT F T S oot RIB RS
E VLSS5 RIS . AT7451% Al DeepSeek FlE ALIBEA
5T A2 B BEAT R 3 A

Bl K, =%

DeepSeek : Elder Brother Tianbao ( honorific for eldest

water” ,

son), Second Young Master (hierarchical title for the younger
son)

5. The eldest brother, the second brother

## 1% A : Number One, Number Two

ot

FT =N A, AN TR RS T UL SR . <R
L7 BEEBIKT, 27 IREREPIIRT . TERTETT
FXACHE SR, XMRRIE A IS S M T BT . E )
W= RN« B Bk R M RSt ” 5 Hi k&, DeepSeek
B FEERE, Hoh “young master” i H SR XL,
T I3 AU IR TE SO BRIKR)E I I S IR S i
PEP RO ZFEET T HIEN, ANEA T, 5k
JH IR R SRESCRRN TECHES X ST
H B e B, 5 a =500,

MEIFEA “Number One, Number Two” %2 1# H K&

B A B AR 22, R LB AR ONEE AN T, Had R T HIN
PEAN T

Bk, SHLEEEALE, BRI, HEEY
AR R, N LSRHBEREANE S 1, TTHLENL 455
B R R R B S, XD AL R B — iR
Hi.

B2 ESE, EEHK

DeepSeek : Walking the Horse Path (7€ & %, courtship
through serenading), Taking the Carriage Road ( & % i,
marriage negotiation via matchmakers)

Z A0 Courting in the traditional ways of walking along the
path (walking the "horse road") and proposing through
matchmaker (walking the "car road")

M# A the knight's way, the castle's way

ot

MZJRNRE, DeepSeek 5 HAHZ H M 51E T 14,
FE e PR it H TGS B NN A . S
HL GEART RIFEMVESSSIE, SRR X B
PR “D7 B “4” . DeepSeck 5 E IR HEFIER
BTN “ G, EEM” BN “Horse Path” 5 “Carriage
Road” , FHMIMEHE L, BETIEIL, HICiE Sl
VESCA A e 3, T BB s, HAEE ok
AL

MR A LR “knight” A1 “castle” Piid], TRAFRfE “E
L. EERT, BHETINELEREAER M, R
TR ITIE . “knight”  (Bd) FEVETT SRR B
B, R, KIHEREERESR, HEC “ESK” 8571
WAL TR, BEORE, 5% LIRS,

“castle” EE) —1AFETT T M SE KRB EXH 545,
ALBCHRIINE, JRSC “FEER” Rl NIRRT U5
oK, MAEPEEGEE G, BAFRRKREAIENR, L4,
ARG S R AL o

25 I, DeepSeek 5 T AL FIBEARANENEY], T4 L
HRAS 2, FLRTE SO Ak S i, A BT R
H5 B H R B [E A T Sk, RGOSR T

2.3 DifgfEm

Ty 8 J2 T SRV B SCAE H b5 V8 V8 558 1) 22 B Ty B 2 75 5
W, GFEIEEMEE. SCEETIL. S RN, AT RN
Ty 2 T HUR AN 03 1) = AR BEAT 0 L3 4

Bl 1 G e R A, WA LA A, iR
T, BT, R

DeepSeek: When rowing, choose the heaviest oar; when
hauling boats, grip the first or second towline; daily fare—dried

fish, chilies, and pungent pickled greens.(Retains labor
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hierarchy & sensory imagery)

& 4 : When rowing the oars, choose the heaviest one.
When pulling the towline, take the lead or the second position in
the towline team. The food consists of dried fish, chili peppers,
and pickled and smelly vegetables.

MR F A : Rowing, they pull the heaviest oar; towing, they
head the team. Their food is salted fish, paprika and pickled
vegetables.

ot

MZJENSRE , DeepSeek 5 S A AT % EET 5 H
k. JRC “hREF 27 AEMRPE R A S A T A B E
S, > T, HLESEREIRRCA KB, A S PSR —
R VESCEL “head” —ik§HEfLIL. BEAL, FETEIE AL
o, “RPERSE” & HMA Hh T I 26 B . DeepSeek (1] “pungent
pickled greens” it T 3CHE, WITETT & AL AMEHARE, &
A1) “pickled and smelly vegetables” H:H “smelly” 74 7H
e S, LB BRI — s BRIUREE, W R
RS T, MM “pickled vegetables” Nk
T JE ST X

MEFEAIZH “k#)” (alliteration) & HEEL (parallelism)
FERETIL, FFEICEIETE M, 45 RN AR 7oA.
FEA) TS5 b, R A PRSI EhiA R v E, B
W ZE A AR EE, HIR AR TR 1E), i

URELEINE S Ik S LU S B P IR S | AL

[Al ik, DeepSeek 5 5L 1R SCAE H MIRHLMA T AL
AR WHBREFTFMER, ERZD DU SO
LU, SECETMS HML. M2 T, BlkEs
IREHERE TR Gz YGRS CGRE). TR, RS
X AN EIE. gD , MEBaRTEUER, X

BYCRIE M, BT SO S B PR L) e~ 4T

B2 AR, f—DNRN, NEFHASHHAFR, %
WL AL, S —ad, RIS SR A b

DeepSeck : No weeping! To be grown means no tears,
whatever may come. Harden your bones, toughen your flesh—
only the sturdy earn their keep on this land.

ZAL: Don't cry. Be an adult. No matter what happens,
don't cry. Be tough and strong. Only in this way are you worthy
of living on this land.

##1%¥ A : Don't cry! You're not a child now. Chatong girls
must have grit.

ot

MZJENSRE , DeepSeek 5 S AL7E B SZPER H ¢ A
PR, VESCRCEE, TR, (EIZAEE SO NS AT

PP, R T FEMADEEK, HEOFARIEH
MG R AR O S, 1B RRIA TR

JRICAEAL IR & SRS 47 R R RS, DA —A
RN GRER, X2FFMERER, HATAEfFZ
1, BEEARIER— A, HARHRERE, REbm H
MG B IR IR — & o FIRIZETEFE SO A 50 22221
g, FOCEHIEURE. B BESIEETY, ARt
IKESCAIERR, “H— KN Ea e R A H S & f),
MR A N 2 A) “You're not a child now.” , 1E i B4
AR, HAEE “AEAHLFMAER”, HAETE
WXEE, PHTRIAHREEE, AEREL, EECh
HELZRE, [NRBEL, LB REEE B R SCE S
FrEBEMEN . dAh “TEREHL A, 45— A ENGE
A, B AN S “ Chatong girls” , &N NE L H
“Chatong girls” AQH8 3= 22 22 LUK I IR 2o, 3215
EFXPPETE SR, TERRMAILAT ST AL AR AR O “ BN, 455K
— 7 RN, BB X AT TR R R A e
UFAE, AR R R E .

gi b, MEIEAREINME ZEN, HRH S R
FEIRHFESCr B, A5 T B s k.

3 iR

AR SC AR (40 SRR e 7 5 T AR
ETHMRKE R, E5M. D=0, NEF. X
by WREEMZLET, RGN T AT#E (BEEAR)
5PI28801F (DeepSeek. &) HIEM, BHUITEE: £
BE. X TIREEAEM B, N TR RO A TS AR
M. S 2, N TR RIEAIIEE S 184,
T b s A AN NIE B H ARG 5 AVELE M A F R AR
TREF AT, HREIW =10, R, N TR
B B e mg,  SEILHIS SO G 208 SO 3% TETRE
B, NTRIvElds A ELE. Hith & aRE, HEEa=,
REOR B R SCRISC A S IR 0, NG “TBa” G
EHREAL AROER) T RS R (A T LA B U e
BAR . BT RS HIIE R %, 78R TR
DT &5 I RAB R, EDIRE)Z I R SO 1 51 A% 8,
SR B SRR FAAEN AL, MELIHETTE
BN “HBIBOCHE AR BT R . BN LAERE R B
2R R, T S TORHAE AN 2 R AR, HlEE
BRI T A — eSS Hak B A & i 9.

gil, HEMENERELI T/ T 58 8484
R, MLAEEA R AR S, BT ER
BEIWID SCARAE R, FRARN TR T & 1A T8
BN % SR ARM LSRR N A AGEAT R 5 8 5%, I B H W
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#,2020.

EEE

| F& (2005.01-) , %,
B, BER GO EE

#k (2003.03-) , &,
BRI KB

W (2003.12-) , %,
BRI KB

R, EEFA, KFHE

Wik, B HEEA, AEAEHE,

ik, EIEHA, ARERE,
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