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A Comparative Study of the Lexical Iltems "Zh anl i ng" in Leizhou Dialect and "Q 1 ngt i ng"

in Mandarin
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Abstract: This paper systematically compares the Leizhou dialect term “#5#8" (zh a nl 1 ng) with the
Mandarin term "¥5#£" (q T ngt i ng) in terms of etymology and cultural connotations. The study finds
that " %5 ¥ directly inherits the ancient Chinese form "% #4", serving as a typical example of the
conservative nature of the Min dialect group, and remains vibrant within the Leizhou—speaking
community. In contrast, "¥F¥£" reflects the standardization process of Northern Mandarin. The research
specifically analyzes the folk etymology of "#5¥" revealing the dynamic process of "re—motivation" in
dialect vocabulary. Their differences reflect not only regional divergence in Chinese dialects but also
deeper distinctions in cultural connotations and cognitive patterns between the standard language and
dialects. This study provides a significant case for Chinese dialectology and language contact research,

with reference value for language resource preservation.
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