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Exploring the Aesthetic Education Ethos in Zhejiang Local Nursery Rhymes
Yiling Zhuo
College of Teacher Education, Ningbo University
Abstract: In the context of accelerating modernization and urbanization, the socio—cultural ecology
necessary for the transmission of Zhejiang * s local nursery rhymes is diminishing, making their
aesthetic—educational value urgently in need of reevaluation. From the perspectives of linguistic
anthropology and folk aesthetics, this paper analyzes these rhymes across three dimensions: dialectal
phonology, material customs, and spiritual values. Carried mainly by the Wu dialect, Zhejiang nursery
rhymes retain voiced initials, complex tone systems, and topic—prominent syntactic structures, which
contribute to the formation of a distinctive phonological aesthetic. These rhymes vividly document local
produce, productive practices, seasonal rhythms, and folk rituals, thereby serving as a living textual form
that carries local lived experience and cultural memory. In terms of values, they embody the
long—formed regional spirit of pragmatism, perseverance, pioneering ambition, and humorous resilience,
while also exerting a subtle educational function in children’ s socialization. Zhejiang local nursery
rhymes are not only a precious heritage of folk literature but also a significant cultural resource bridging
regional cultural inheritance and children’ s aesthetic education practices.
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